
 
MINUTES of a MEETING of the PLANNING COMMITTEE held via a VIRTUAL 
MEETING on TUESDAY, 18 MAY 2021 at 10.00a.m. 
 
Present: 
 
Councillors Jacob Williams (Chairman), Tony Wilcox (Vice-Chairman), 
Steve Alderman, Aaron Carey, Mark Carter, John Cole, Vic Dennis, Tim Evans, 
Brian Hall, David Howlett, Stephen Joseph, Myles Pepper, David Pugh and 
Jon Preston  
 
Officers in Attendance: 
 
Rachel Elliot - Senior Planning Officer 
Eirian Forrest - Planning Obligations Officer 
Sian Husband - Senior Planning Officer 
Steven Jones - Director of Community Services 

David Popplewell - Chief Planning Officer 
Matt Pyart - Historic Building Conservation Officer 
Mike Simmons - Development Manager, Major Projects & Planning Obligations 
Rhian Young - Principal Solicitor Litigation 
Lydia Evans - Democratic and Scrutiny Services Officer 
Elieze Hinchcliffe - Democratic Services Assistant 
 

1. Chairman's Announcements  
 
In welcoming everyone to the meeting the Chairman made the following 
announcements: 
 
The first update was in relation to Heritage Park, Stepaside and the judicial 
review proceedings issued by SPVRG LTD, and stated that on 28 April 2021, the 
Court refused the Claimant’s application for permission to judicially review both 
the 2016 and 2020 planning decisions on the papers and awarded the Council 
the maximum costs of £10,000. SPVRG Ltd have however renewed their 
application for permission to be reconsidered and the matter was now listed for a 
hearing on 22 June 2021. It was stated that they had also appealed the Court’s 
decision on costs.  
 
The second update was also in relation to Heritage Park, Stepaside and stated 
that the Section 106 agreement in relation to application 19/1340/PA, which was 
considered by the Planning Committee at its February meeting, had been 
completed but the decision notice had yet to be issued. 
 
The third update was in relation to application 20/1115/PA, Engineering building 
at Pembrokeshire College, which was considered during the last Committee 
meeting and it was stated that the Committee had resolved to grant delegated 
power to the Chief Planning Officer to approve the application following the end 
of the consultation and publicity periods, provided that no new substantive 
planning issues were raised, and subject to the conditions set out in the report 
and any conditions necessary as a result of the consultation. Members were 
advised that no new substantive planning issues were raised during the 
consultation and publicity periods and that consultation responses were received 
from the Head of Infrastructure (Highways), Natural Resources Wales and the 
Council Ecologist and all recommended conditions which were added to the 
decision notice, therefore the permission was issued on 13 May 2021. 
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The fourth update stated that all reports within the agenda pack had been 
prepared with due regard given to the contents of the Planning Supplementary 
Guidance – Biodiversity and Historic Environment (Archaeology) adopted by 
Cabinet on 17 May 2021.   
 

The final update advised that oral updates would be provided forAgenda Items 
6, 7 and 8.  
 

2. Declarations of Interest  
 
Councillor Brian Hall declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda 
Item No 6 - Planning Application No. 20/0732/PA - Gate 4, Pembroke Dockyard, 
The Dockyard, Pembroke Dock, by virtue of him leasing a premises within the 
application site and advised that he would leave the meeting during that item of 
business. 
 
The Director of Community Services advised that he would leave the meeting 
during Agenda Item No 6 - Planning Application No. 20/0732/PA - Gate 4, 
Pembroke Dockyard, The Dockyard, Pembroke Dock, by virtue of being involved 
in authoring reports to Council and Cabinet regarding the Swansea Bay City Deal 
Pembroke Dock Marine project and confirmed that he had not been involved in 
drafting the Committee report. 
 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting  
 
Moved by Councillor Jacob Williams; Seconded by Councillor Brian Hall 
 

AGREED 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 20 April 2021 be 
approved as a correct record in both English and Welsh. 

 
4. Planning Application No. 20/0732/PA - Gate 4, Pembroke Dockyard, The 

Dockyard, Pembroke Dock - Demolition, part demolition and infill, 
modification of slipways, erection of buildings and ancillary development - 
for port related activities including the manufacture of marine energy 
devices, boat manufacture and repair and erection of plant (outline 
planning permission with all matters reserved for future consideration)  
 
[Having previously declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this item of 
business, Councillor Brian Hall withdrew from the meeting along with the Director 
of Community Services] 
 
This application was for Committee consideration as the application comprised 
offices/light industry (class B1) in excess of 1,000 sqm; general industry (class 
B2) in excess of 1,000 sqm and was subject to environmental impact 
assessment (paragraphs 1 (c, d and l) of the scheme of delegation). This 
application was deferred at Planning Committee on 20 April 2021 pending a 
Committee site visit to be undertaken on 12 May 2021. 
 
The Welsh Government issued notice under article 18 of the Town and Country 
Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012, directing 
the Local Planning Authority to not grant planning permission without the prior 
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authorisation of Welsh Ministers. The direction was issued to enable further 
consideration to be given to whether or not the application should be referred to 
Welsh Ministers for their determination. The direction does not prevent the Local 
Planning Authority refusing planning permission or resolving to approve the 
application provided that the planning permission is not issued. A copy of the 
report has been forwarded to Welsh Government in accordance with their 
request. 
 
The Development Manager, Major Projects & Planning Obligations, provided an 
oral update stating that for clarity, the penultimate recommended condition in 
paragraph 1 should read: “Noise mitigation plan including monitoring (for each 
phase)”. 
 
The Committee was advised that due notification had been received from the 
following interested parties who wished to exercise their right to address the 
Committee: 
 

 Town Council – Councillor George Manning  
 

 Applicant – Mr Tim James 
 

 Objector – Mr Adrian James  
 
Following Mr Manning’s address Councillor Mark Carter queried if Pembroke 
Dock Town Council had been made aware of the reasoning behind the proposed 
40m buildings. Mr Manning advised that they had been made aware of the 
reasoning but had not been provided with any specific proof that companies 
would require the buildings to be that size.  
 
Following Mr Tim James’ address Councillor Mark Carter queried if it would be 
possible for the buildings to be constructed at a smaller size. Mr James advised 
that the project had been designed to enhance facilities and from consultations 
that took place it was concluded critical for the buildings to have a 40m height 
capacity.  
 
The Committee proceeded to discuss the application and the key points were 
noted as follows: 
 
Councillors Jacob Williams, Tony Wilcox, Myles Pepper, Mark Carter, Steven 
Joseph, Steve Alderman, David Howlett, Jon Preston and David Pugh all 
expressed their support for the application, commenting that the site visit had 
been very helpful and although sympathy was expressed for residents who 
would be effected by the visual impact of the buildings it was recognised that the 
opportunity was one that had to be taken for the economic viability and 
sustainability benefits it would bring to the County.   
 
Councillor Tony Wilcox Moved that the application be approved as 
recommended; Seconded by Councillor Mark Carter 
 
Councillor David Pugh requested that visual screening of the large buildings be 
implemented where possible to reduce the visual impact on residents and also 
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suggested that associated reserved matter applications relating to the 
appearance of the buildings be brought before Committee.  
 
Councillor David Pugh Moved an amendment to the recommendation to include 
that associated reserved matter applications relating to the appearance of the 
buildings only be brought before Committee; Seconded by Councillor Steve 
Alderman. 
 
The Committee commenced a roll-call vote on including the proposed 
amendment, which was carried. The votes were recorded as follows: 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Steve Alderman, Vic Dennis, Steven Joseph,                   
David Pugh, Jon Preston and Jacob Williams [6]. 
 
Against the Motion: Councillors Mark Carter, Tim Evans, David Howlett, Myles 
Pepper and Tony Wilcox [5]. 
 
Abstained from voting: Councillors John Cole and Aaron Carey [2] 
 
The Committee then commenced a roll-call vote on the original recommendation 
which was moved by Councillor Tony Wilcox and Seconded by Councillor Mark 
Carter, with the inclusion of the agreed amendment, which was also carried. The 
votes were recorded as follows: 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Steve Alderman, Mark Carter, Vic Dennis, Tim 
Evans, David Howlett,  Steven Joseph, Myles Pepper, David Pugh, Jon Preston, 
Tony Wilcox and Jacob Williams [11]. 
 
Abstained from voting: Councillors John Cole and Aaron Carey [2].  
 
There were no votes against.  
 

RESOLVED 
 
That the application be APPROVED, subject to the Article 
18 Direction being removed and for associated reserved matter 
applications relating to the appearance of the buildings only be 
brought before Committee, subject to the conditions outlined in 
Section 1 of the report of the Chief Planning Officer. 

 
 

5. Adjournment of Meeting  
 
The Meeting adjourned at 11:25am for a short break and reconvened at 
11:40am. 
 

6. Planning Application No. 20/0136/PA - 107, Main Street, Pembroke, 
Pembrokeshire, SA71 4DB - New dwelling constructed above garage 
behind town walls  
 
This application was for Committee consideration as it involved a development 
that was contrary to a policy of the development plan but was being 
recommended for approval (paragraph 1(n) of the scheme of delegation).  
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Rachel Elliot, Senior Planning Officer, provided the Committee with an oral 
update stating that two additional representations had been received from 
Pembroke Town Walls Trust and Pembroke Civic Trust which did not qualify as 
late representations to be reported to Planning Committee.  
 
The Committee was advised that due notification had been received from the 
following interested party who wished to exercise his right to address the 
Committee: 
 

 Objector – Mr Peter Thomas (Pembroke Town Walls Trust) 
 
Following Mr Thomas’s address the Chairman expressed that he did not agree 
with the statement that Mr Thomas had made stating that the report was 
misleading with regards to the representations made and requested that Mr 
Thomas clarify the point. Mr Thomas advised that he felt the report could have 
stated clearer that there had been four representations made, two from 
residents, one from the Pembroke Town Walls Trust and another from the 
Pembroke Civic Trust.  
 
The Committee proceeded to discuss the application and the key points were 
noted as follows: 
 
Councillor Aaron Carey, Local Member, voiced his support for the application 
although did express that as the property was located within a historically 
sensitive area of the town he would have liked to have seen a more in-keeping 
design proposed.  
 
Councillor Aaron Carey Moved that the application be approved as 
recommended; Seconded by Councillor Brian Hall.  
 
Councillor Vic Dennis raised concerns that approving the application may set a 
precedent for other similar applications to be submitted and approved which 
could disturb the historic look of the area. Members were advised that every 
application would be determined on its own merits and would include 
assessments of the cumulative impact any future applications may cause to the 
character and appearance of the conservation area. It was noted that the current 
application was deemed to have no adverse impact on the medieval wall and 
would allow reconfiguration to assist with a greater understanding of the 
scheduled ancient monument.  
 
The Committee then proceeded to the vote, undertaken by way of a roll-call, 
which was carried. The votes were recorded as follows: 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Steve Alderman, John Cole, Aaron Carey, Mark 
Carter, Vic Dennis, Tim Evans, Brian Hall, David Howlett, Steven Joseph, Myles 
Pepper, David Pugh and Jacob Williams [12]. 
 
There were no votes against or abstentions. 
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RESOLVED 
 
That the application be APPROVED, subject to a section 106 
Unilateral Undertaking in respect of an affordable housing 
contribution and the conditions outlined in Section 1.1 of the report of 
the Director of Community Services 

 
7. Planning Application No. 20/1125/PA - 10, Snowdrop Lane, Haverfordwest, 

SA61 1JD - Change of use from shop/nailbar (A1) to Sixth Form for Castle 
School (D1)  
 
This application was for Committee consideration as it was for a non-residential 
institution (D1 use class) over 500 square metres in floorspace (paragraph 1(f) of 
the scheme of delegation). 
 
Sian Husband, Senior Planning Officer, provided the Committee with an oral 
update stating that since publication of the Committee report, the consultation 
and publicity periods for the application ended on 15 May 2021 and no further 
representations were received.  
 
Councillor Brian Hall Moved that the application be approved as recommended; 
Seconded by Councillor Mark Carter  
 
Councillor Tim Evans voiced that he did support the application but raised 
concerns with the small amount of parking that had been proposed and also the 
potential noise impact on neighbouring properties if the facility was to be open in 
the evening for activities. The Chief Planning Officer advised that the parking 
proposal had been deemed acceptable and that the Head of Environmental 
Services/Public Protection had been consulted and had raised no adverse noise 
impacts.  
 
The vote, undertaken by way of a roll-call, was carried. The votes were recorded 
as follows: 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Steve Alderman, Aaron Carey, Mark Carter, John 
Cole, Vic Dennis, Tim Evans, David Howlett, Steven Joseph, Myles Pepper, 
Brian Hall, David Pugh, Jon Preston and Jacob Williams [13]. 
 
Councillor Tony Wilcox abstained from voting.   
 

RESOLVED 
 
That the application be APPROVED, subject to the conditions 
outlined in Section 1.1 of the report of the Director of Community 
Services 

 
8. Planning Application No. 21/0041/PA - The Croft Farm Guest House, 

Ludchurch, Narberth, Pembrokeshire - Proposed Holiday Cottage  
 
This application was for Committee consideration as it involved a development 
that was contrary to a policy of the development plan which was being 
recommended for approval (paragraph 1(n) of the scheme of delegation). 
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Councillor David Pugh Moved that delegated power be granted to the Chief 
Planning Officer as recommended; Seconded by Councillor Brian Hall  
 
The vote, undertaken by way of a roll-call, was carried. The votes were recorded 
as follows: 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Steve Alderman, Aaron Carey, Mark Carter, John 
Cole, Vic Dennis, Tim Evans, Brian Hall, David Howlett, Steven Joseph, Myles 
Pepper, David Pugh, Jon Preston, Tony Wilcox and Jacob Williams [14]. 
 
There were no votes against or abstentions. 
 

RESOLVED 
 
That delegated power be granted to the Chief Planning Officer to approve 
the application following the end of the consultation and publicity periods 
provided no new substantive planning issues are raised, subject to the 
conditions outlined in Section 1.1 of the report of the Director of Community 
Services and any conditions necessary as a result of consultation. 

 
 

The meeting ended at 12.39p.m. 
 
 
 


